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Tsukuba Science Edge Idea Contest 
   

Startup Checklist 

 

Positioning of this list 2026 revision 

This is a checklist for all applicants to the Tsukuba Science Edge Idea Contest to 

refer to when writing abstracts and structuring the actual content of 

presentations. 

It is broadly divided into 7 items, but it is not necessary to have content that 

satisfies all items and depending on the stage from the initial planning stage to the 

completed research result, there are some things that are not supported in the 

first place. 

However, it is also a key point in the judging of experts, so please try to reflect 

as much as possible what corresponds to your own application. Also, in the 

process of developing your own research and ideas, I think it is better to think and 

proceed based on the contents of the list. 

In terms of the structure of this checklist, the necessary points for original ideas 

for problem solving are arranged at the beginning, and then the points for 

improving the completeness of the research results and for realizing them in 

society. The last item is only from the point of view of the proposal evaluator, but 

why don't you think about whether you are related to the content of your own 

application? 

If you are interested in any of the 17 SDGs below and the purpose of your 

application is related to that, it would be a good idea to keep that in mind. You 

can persuade them very concretely about the social value of your proposal. 
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Outline of Your First Inspiration and Goal 

For the ability to create new ideas based on rich creativity and foresight 

 

It is a very exciting and happy time for everyone that the act of uncovering 

challenges and creating creative ideas, for solutions with the inquisitiveness 

backed by intellectual curiosity. Originality of your unique imagination will 

naturally be shown by your individuality when you notice something and feel 

"why?".  Then your imagination will drive you for the solution. 

 

This intellectual curiosity and unique ideas is the first thing we expect from you, 

that is, why did you come up with this challenge, what value and joy it gives you 

and your society, and how far you are trying to solve it by yourself.  

 

Now, your original ideas will be put into practice and the research activities will 

develop (see the attached chart). What stage is your application, in “Early 

Pllaning Stage”, “Preliminary Result” or “Research Result”?  Several perspectives 

to your application are listed below, which should give you an idea of what to 

descript and explain along your reseach development. 

 

Novelty of Your Goal and its Original Value 

How do you believe the relevance, novelty, and value of the theme? 

 

Whether it's an existing theme or a completely new one, it's very exciting if you 

reveal your unique and innovative personality in the final goal you're trying to 

reach, the process to get there, and the approach to take on that challenge.   

If your challenges with foresight will lead to a large impact on society, you will 

naturally attract support from those around you. In addition, your explanation of 

an excellent value of the results will lead to an image of a big dream for the 

society. 

Please note that the novelty of your research is explained by examining similar 

previous research. However, we think it difficult for school students to conduct a 

complete investigation, so you may better show how you perceive the 

surrounding circumstances related, how your own research differs from them, 

and where the novelty lies you believe. Please touch at least you have 

recognized above at your research. 
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Creativity of Your Research Plan 

Feasibility by Your Results and Interpretation 

Based on the concrete results obtained with your plan, what is the route to 
your goal? 

 

When you develop novel ideas into the research, each time you get a certain 

result, you do not have to prove that your idea was correct.  It is important to 

present new results descriptively, then to think carefully and to explain in a way 

that everyone can understand as to the value of your results and your 

interpretation for them. 

It's great if the idea is realized, but even if your results were not what you had 

expected, showing preliminary results will allow objective evaluation of the 

feasibility of your dream. Your practice of realizing the idea is invaluable even if 

it is currently in progress, so please decide where to aim, modify your plan, and 

continue to take on the next challenge.  This is a way of a scientific research. 

 

 

 

 

How did you creatively plan your research and are solving it step-by-step? 

 

Your individuality is being reflected in creative solutions with fresh ideas. An 

approach that should steadily advance toward a solution, even after repeated 

failures, with full of creativity. You will be invited to come up with a lot of unique 

ideas, but you don't have to get too much caught up in the values that surround 

you. However, do not repeat what has already been presented and somehow 

resolved elsewhere. 

 

After that, you will be asked to inject many unique ideas into your research plan. 

Respect individuality when trying to come up with and execute cool experimental 

designs. 
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Future Potential and Your Plan 

How do you connect the achievment so far to the final product? 

If your research has reached a certain level of completion, indicate whether it is 

the final product itself or whether there is a process necessary to reach the final 

product. When it is accepted by society and its value is once recognized, it may 

become a product and be used conveniently in people's lives. As you proceed 

with your research, it is a good idea to think about who will be a successor of  

your research and how you will finish it. 

 

Academic Value Academic Value 

This item is a reference point of view only for the evaluator. 

 

The students who picked up a tremendous gemstone are polishing it with their 

own finishing method. Such ideas and research results may have immeasurable 

value that the person is not aware of. The experts at Science Edge may be able 

to help you find that out. 

 


